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Lampedusa, Giuseppe The Leopard The setting The Leopard Sicily; and the greater 
Pantheon. May 320p. $4.50. (Ila) part the action takes place during the sixties the 
(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—May century just past, when the decadent court the King- 

The story how The Leopard came written, and dom the Two Sicilies found itself face face with 
its publishing history are themselves material for revolt Garibaldi and his red-shirted followers: 
novel. Lampedusa, Italian prince, had long con- revolt which would lead the unification Italy. 
templated novel based the life his paternal The novel’s hero Don Fabrizio, Prince Salina, 
great grandfather; but was sixty years old before nobleman, who lives feudal splendor his 
egan write, and then could find publisher for estates. Sensual, lover good living, aristocrat 
his work. died cancer the age (in 1957), his finger tips, the Prince Salina the same 
and after his death the manuscript was discovered time intellectual, world famous astronomer. Cling- 
desk drawer. The Leopard went become Italy’s old way life which knows heart 
best-selling novel 1958 and now appears for the the inexorable laws time and history, 
time English translation. cannot but sympathize with his young nephew, Tan- 


i 
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credi, who has turned his back upon his own class 
join the army Garibaldi. 

What have Prince Lampedusa’s magnificent 
novel study the declining years way life. 
The Leopard many ways strangely reminiscent 
the novels William Faulkner. Both novelists lament 
the passing aristocracy, and both realize the in- 
evitability change. The Leopard the episode which 
sense seals the fate the old order the marriage 
the young aristocrat Tancredi the beautiful An- 
gelica, daughter the shrewd, cunning Calogero 
Sedara, the symbol the new forces trade and com- 
merce which will rule Italy. Yet the old Prince 
remarks, how could his nephew resist the combination 
beauty and money? And the union lies the salva- 
tion what was worth saving the old way life. 
The Leopard is, this reviewer firmly believes great 
work art. skill and artistic integrity the 
first order, the novelist has built unforgettable 
novel, which will, one feels, become classic. The 
creation the character who dominates the novel, the 
Prince Salina, masterly. The natural backgrounds 
the story: the faded, desolate countryside Sicily; 
the orchards; the formal gardens—all are described with 
love and affection man who knows his land well. 
Equally effective are the descriptions the corrupt 
court Ferdinand Naples, the magnificence 
the Prince’s palaces, and the city Palermo. 

Yet one must confess that the novel’s real strength lies 
its treatment social phenomenon: the displace- 
ment feudal aristocracy brash, vulgar go-getting 
mercantilism. Prince Lampedusa was mere 
lamenter the past; saw his own people with 
merciless clarity which spared one, least all, 
all probability, conscious the de- 
fects his class, could still see its virtues well; 
for there were good things said about many 
these anachronisms the nineteenth century. Yet, 
change must come; and the novelist and his protagonist 
both see and understand that. 

Stylistically, even translation, The Leopard more 
than passing interest. Crisp dialogue; straightforward, 
readable prose its best. This novel unhesitatingly 
recommended the attention all adult readers. 


Stephen Ryan, 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Roberts, Dorothy James 
With Night Banish Sorrow 
Little, Brown. May 10, 1960. 368p. $4.95. (IIb) 


Once while, book appears the contemporary 
scene which memorable reading experience. This 
one them. warm and rich and vital, full 
understanding human nature, and its terrible, mul- 
tiple needs. 


This the story the six living Shelley sisters, seen 
through the eyes Cato, the youngest. much 
story their mother: “She was different from other 
mothers, she was tempest that blew child awry. 
Until was twenty-one wanted nothing much 
escape her. But now thought her fearless ampli- 
tude treasure had misprized.” 


Best SELLERs 


says Cato, but later. When the book opens, she 
seven, and sharing her bedroom and her life with 
ten-year-old sister, Nance. the big house Wye. 
ville, Virginia, Cato and the others—Betsey, Lettice, 
Sal and Ariel, sway and grow under the 
leadership their dramatic parent. Their father 
early the story, they must come womanhood 
without the quiet balance his personality. 


the perimeter the story, the other five sisters 
move—marrying, having children, maturing only the 
Shelleys could. But the book Cato’s and the reader 
will love her. Wild she educated and join 
Sal “on her own” New York, she must wait long 
years home, finish college, and read and read, before 
she finally escapes with the thirty-two-year-old 
Sal. Realizing how little she knows the world, Cato 
sets out learn. She works, reluctantly, Chester 
and Woodleaf, publishers, where Sal dedicated 
employee. When Sal marries Lowell Allen, Cato lives 
alone. 

The heroine doggedly goes her job; meanwhile, 
she starts write. Then, she meets Gavin Jones, 
engineer and sort trouble-shooter for his firm. All 
Cato’s life changes they fall love. 

Then, 1944, the publishing house closed. Cato writes 
and writes, working now bookstore, next 
“research librarian.” When Gavin sent overseas, 
Cato sees more her sisters, entering more fully into 
their lives again. 

the time Gavin returns, she successful writer, 
and they are married. They hurry home see 
Shelley, who ill. Her death ruptures each her 
girls, yet each weathers according her nature. 


Written with psychological unity that excellently 
sustained, this book makes wonderful reading. With 
the exception few blasphemous phrases, and two 
illicit relationships (later legalized), without moral 
blemish. stands, highly recommended for 
adults keen characters controlled and immensely 


alive. 
Mary Elizabeth Reedy, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Davis, Clyde Brion The Big Pink Kite 
Day. Apr. 288p. $4.00. (IIb) 


two-cent postage stamp carried first class letter; 
nickel bought large hamburger. dime one 
could get bowl beef stew and bread platter 
what was called ‘spaghetti red,’ which seemed 
spaghetti with ladle chili-con-carne spread over it.” 
For Paul Wheeler these Kansas City prices were 
not really excessive, but they did make him conserve 
his savings and compute his day-to-day expenses. 
had lost his job with the Chicago, Hannibal Southern 
Railroad Calhoun, Missouri, because 
lapse his duties night agent. That job made few 
demands Wheeler, but was often preoccupied 
with his dreams and inventions. When failed 
hold the Cannonball siding while special train 
carrying railroad official passed through, Wheeler was 

Wheeler was neither very clever nor very alert. Some 
people attributed these shortcomings his parents 
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ens, she But Madge Young, the youngest daughter success- 
with church-going family, came love Wheeler and 
agreed marry him. The job with the railroad was 
Lettice, enough support them and the two children that came 

from their marriage. But when lost the job, Wheeler 
father dies decided Kansas City alone, hoping find suit- 


able work and then later send for his wife and 
children. 


Novelist Clyde Brion Davis attentive memories, 


omanhood 


five sisters 


the memories the American depression 1907-1908. 
the reader His characters are careful with their pennies, and Mr. 
and join Davis watches their saving ways. When Wheeler pre- 
wait long pared leave Calhoun for Kansas City, his wife pressed 
before blue-serge suit with damp, clean dish towel 
the fabric from the hot iron.” Then she used 
orld, Cato vinegar and gasoline, vinegar sponge the slight shine 
Chester the trousers’ seat and the gasoline spot his old 
dedicated high-crowned derby hat. These details come effort- 
Cato lives and what for some readers seems like historical 


reporting becomes The Big Pink Kite convincing 
realism that does not hamper the narrative. 


Kansas City, Wheeler’s naivete and inadequacy lead 
him into unexpected turns. mistakes brothel for 
agents suspected counterfeiter. When even- 
tually finds employment Kansas City press feeder 
for nine dollars week, Wheeler cannot please his boss. 


Jones, 
firm. All 


writes 
fully into 


Not long after starts this job, Wheeler unaccountably 


ful writer, fails appear one morning for work. discover him 
see hospital, his memory lost and his health fading. 
her His wife never learns his sickness death, and the 


gossips Calhoun immediately attribute his disappear- 


ance family weakness. Wheeler’s father 
Wit disappeared, unaccountably? 
and two The Big Pink Kite, though seldom happy, makes light 
out moral must pity Wheeler and those who come 
ended for trust him, but rarely expect any relief from the 
mmensely burden poverty that marked this depression. Some 
adult readers might enjoy recalling the old days that 
were not good. 
Joseph Wolff, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 
Kite 
letter;2 Pietro Three Circles Light 
dime one Messner. Apr. 30, 1960. 246p. $3.95. (IV) 
platter livelily written, well constructed, but vile book. 
The author returns the theme his earlier Christ 
over it. Concrete (1939). autobiographical form, de- 
rices were what purports his experiences child 
inan Italian colony building laborers transposed from 
nses. its native town Vasto southern Italy Hoboken. 
Southern father Geremio Alba the tragic hero 
who has aspirations becoming fully Americanized 
made few dandy, Jerry Philips. Actually 
eoccupied competent bricklayer who brought his wife and family 
failed from their native Vasto America after having estab- 
train lished himself not only the Vastese colony Hobo- 
was ken, but also the paramour Delia Dunn, the 
blonde, middle-aged, married woman whom meets 
rt. Some chance, and who telling him his fortune from 


parents. tards, predicts his tragic death fourteen years. 


The author describes the bizarre characters who make 
the Vastese colony with vivid color and considerable 
humor. captures the native poetry their speech. 
But there hardly line conversation into which 
does not introduce some obscenity blasphemy. 
portrays these Italian immigrants incurably religious. 
But their religion horrible mixture pagan super- 
stition and undigested, overly-familiarized Christianity. 
principal climax the book dealing with the influ- 
enza epidemic 1918 achieves absolute degradation 
its combination the obscene with the blasphemous. 
not original, however, reflecting does, the 
“strege” insidious, superstitious magic the lowest 
Italian peasantry. 


recent number Civilta Cattolica (April 16, 1960) 
Fr. Mondrone registers his own and the protest many 
secular Italian critics against the “ignoble outrages being 
committed against the dignity” the Italian idiom 
both the language and the type scene portrayed 
many contemporary novels. complains that these 
Italian authors seem determined escape the 
tion imitating the American realists descending 
absolute depths turpitude both language and 
descriptive efforts. Aping the hollow, superficial efforts 
his hero achieving Americanization, Donato 
guilty both detraction and calumny the impression 
creates hopelessly immoral and superstitious mores 
his fellow Italo-Americans. What obvious that 
knows exactly what doing, having the educa- 
tion and religious knowledge appreciate the heinous- 
ness the artistic crime which guilty. The 
book has all the artful appurtenances best seller. 
sad commentary the author’s moral integrity. 


Francis Murphy, C.SS.R., 


Academia Alfonsiana, Rome 


Hlasko, Marek Next Stop—Paradise 
Dutton. Apr. 250p. $3.95. (IIb) 


any time the next stop for logging trucker 
Communist Poland may possibly Paradise—over the 
edge precipice usually. Such the bitter, ironic 
theme this novel Marek Hlasko from Poland 
somewhat relaxed from Communist rule. 


The key figures are group mountain truckers isolated 
remote logging camp. They are cynical outcasts 
who could represent certain distillations human 
characteristics, including even one Party member 
filled with ambition and his wife who seemed play 
the woman-temptress, trying wangle house, security 
and comfort her due life. any small com- 
fort sensitive Western readers, these stark, realistic 
character delineations reveal human traits that are 
completely unavailable this side the Communist 
cold front. According Hlasko, the Communist cru- 
cible has apparently not produced any mutant strains 
human character, only variants marked extreme 
despair and the most bitter humor. 


Poland’s Hlasko compared America’s Hem- 
ingway terseness style, the lack gentle humor 
and tenderness must noted. The English transla- 
tion, provided Norbert Guterman, simple and 
stark and lean phrase. Guterman’s translation also 
uses explosive Anglo-Saxon words implement the 


sordidness the story action. Trusting the accuracy 
the translation and the similarities human nature, 
seems that Marek Hlasko’s Polish words and plot are 
best portrayed the Anglo-Saxon part our English 
language. 

The story Next Stop—Paradise carries indirect 
but terrible impact about communistic rule and espe- 
cially about way life that ignores the hope and 
destiny the individual society. also seems that 
the appearance such searing story from Com- 
munist-dominated land carries, paradoxically, reas- 
suring hope with it. The Marxists haven’t obliterated 
individual human nature, and they haven’t stopped the 
writers from showing their concern, despite the bleak- 


ness this novel. 
Richard Meyer, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Mykle, Agnar Lasso Round the Moon 
Dutton. Apr. 22,1960. 459p. $4.95. (III) 


Let begin saying that Lasso Round the Moon 
Agnar Mykle one the best-written novels have 
read this year. Let also say that the plot often 
unbelievable, the theme far from original and the love 
scenes, American taste least, shocking their 
realism. All this may sound terribly inconsistent 
one who has not read young Mr. Mykle’s remarkable 
novel, but this reviewer the only fair and candid 
way giving accurate estimate the first American 
publication this Norwegian literary tyro. 


Lasso Round the Moon treatment the theme 
handled well Maugham Human Bondage 
and Joyce Portrait the Artist, the quest the 
individual for identity perplexing, infinitely com- 
plicated society. the author’s own words 
This tale young Norwegian and his way through the 
world—a song his doubts and his faith, his uncertainties, 
his gropings and yearnings—of his bundle ignominy and 
his dream fame. 
flashback, are told early period the life 
Ash Burlefoot, cripple, like Maugham’s hero), 
erstwhile promising Norwegian composer the rhap- 
sody, “Lasso Round the the chronicle 
his early twenties when was appointed temporary 
principal seamy little business school Inner 
Pool, prepare class thirty-some aspirants for their 
state examinations. While there, falls under the 
sheer animal power Gunnhild, the town nympho- 
maniac, and partakes wildly furtive affair with her, 
the end which she finds herself pregnant. 
with combined relief and shame that happy 
school another nearby town, Outer Pool. 


the surface, his first experience supervision has 
been successful. His class whole scores record 
high the examinations, and Dalaker, the ill and per- 
verted principal, whom replaced, has given him 
raise and vote confidence, despite the prevalent 
rumors his affair. But Outer Pool, parallel 
situation develops. meets Siv, middle-aged, cul- 
tured divorcee, and immediately they become attracted 
each other. not long until she forced seek 
another the line her many abortions, but relents 
the end and has their child, girl, Grunnhild’s. 


The world Mammonish dependence too much for 


disillusioned Ash. resigns his post, then 


for home and university studies, eventually find his 
true forte music, the natural outlet for his sensitive 
idealism which was being slowly eaten away forces 
life which was unable comprehend. 


For all the time spent the amours his hero, the 
author writes sincerely and often poetically the 
struggle the individual soul reach its natural 
milieu. Ash means youth interested only 
sex escapades; indeed, the terrible remorse and 
anguish which suffers during and after his visits 
with the two women indicate quite the reverse. 
happy home, who has the painful soul the artist 
and who, like many another his background, has 
journey through hell find heaven. terribly 
real character and this realism, developed 
fully imaginative prose style, makes what would 
merely sensational novel into genuine work 
art. 


Agnar Mykle very gifted young man. Even 
translation, the exceptional poetic force his narrative 
pattern stands out, and each his central characters 
vividly sketched. His unusual style its peak 
the last part the book when Ash’s “might have been” 
close relationship with his dead brother, Balder, 
described manner calculated move the reader 
deeply. 
from the technique this young Norwegian, who can, 
wishes, make himself one his country’s leading 
literary figures our generation. Once lets his 
unique originality style find its artistic counterpart 
plotting, feel that great novel will the result. 


William Lynch, 
Saint Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Goytisolo, Juan Fiestas 


Knopf. May 16, 1960. 246p. $3.95. (IV) 

The scene this book unnamed Spanish town 
that playing host the “World Congress the 
Faith.” Its principal characters are the Pipo 
twelve-year-old boy, Pira girl about the same age, 
and Ortega. 


The Gorilla giant prodigious strength from the 
Canary Islands. Some years before the story opens 
had worked Guinea, but upon his return home 
found that his wife had deserted him. fit rage 
commits murder, but thus far has managed stay 
friend and they affectionately 
call each other brother. Under the pledge inviolable 
secrecy, the Gorilla one day reveals Pipo the crime 
that weighs upon his conscience. 


Pira lives dream world all her own. She imagines 
that her unknown father fabulously rich, that lives 
magnificent castle Italy, and that one day she 
will inherit all his wealth. She therefore struts about 
fancy clothes that set her apart from the other chil- 
dren the drab neighborhood. Ortega professor 
mathematics, whose hatred Franco’s government 
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equalled only his loathing for the Catholic 
Church. 

Misfortune comes all four while the Congress 
The long arm the law finally catches 
with the Gorilla. Pipo almost the verge 
despair for has unwittingly betrayed his “brother” 
French pilgrim who has enticed her accompany him 
toRome. Ortega expelled from his teaching position 
for criticizing the arbitrary expulsion some Murcian 
squatters from the shacks which have become 
sore the community. (It this section the book 
that has undoubtedly caused Fiestas banned 
Spain.) 

Two thoughts were uppermost mind upon finish- 
ing this novel. Though the author, Juan 
not yet thirty years old possesses the three qualities 
successful writer fiction: vivid imagination, 
aremarkable command language, and keen insight 
into the working the human mind. The second 
thought is: why does one gifted waste his talents 
upon unsavory material? The Gorilla, for example, 
usually either drunk flouting the laws marriage. 
There are also two particularly disgusting episodes. 
One concerns the advances homosexual un- 
suspecting victim, while the other describes the almost 
sadistic punishment that vindictive Amazon inflicts 
upon her husband for being too friendly with neigh- 
boring woman. Both incidents could easily omitted, 
and matter fact slow the pace the story. 
therefore not recommend this book for any 
class readers. 


Stephen McKenna, 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico. 


Castle, Marian Silver Answer 
Morrow. Apr. 27, 1960. 346p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Back 1890, Melissa Harding married Lory Owen 
after whirlwind courtship. They settled the Colo- 
mining town Ouray where Lory proved 
unfaithful, gambling, drunken husband and mur- 
derer. One day disappeared silver mine cave-in, 
leaving Melissa free marry Duncan Howrey, good 
fiction has ever known. Prior her 
marriage, Melissa endured poverty and hardship 
worse than Esther Waters ever thought possible. But 
Duncan delivered her baby, and they were married. 
Parsonage life Ouray was comfortable, but Duncan 
felt the call missionary work new mining 
town, Creede. There they lived extreme squalor, 
the do-good minister alienating every one his parish- 
ioners, even the extent being splattered one night 
with horse dung. But goodness always triumphs the 
end. The minister, also doctor, saw the town through 
asmallpox epidemic and became first the hearts 
his mining men. 

The panic 1893-94 closed down Creede, and the 
minister received call St. James Church Denver, 
aplush, carriage-trade parish, but also challenge dur- 
ing those hard times. and Melissa accepted the 
post and the challenge. Soon everything came roses 
for one thorn. you knew would, 
Melissa’s first husband, that blackguard Lory Owen, 


showed spoil everything. What Married 
common law another woman, tried black- 
mail Melissa and claim his child. However, she 
was good was bad. One night when she went 
visit his distraught common law wife, she met him 
instead. tried rape her, but Duncan, like the 
white-clad hero old, came the rescue and beat 
Lory pulp. The open gas-jet finally put end 
Lory’s rakish life. The novel ends with excruciating 
death-bed scene, sturdy 
mother (wherever she came from) doing the dying. 
Duncan and Melissa were married again, and soon 
they embarked new challenge the gold mining 
camp Cripple Creek. 


The title taken from one Mrs. Browning’s Sonnets 
the Portuguese. The novel saccharine the 
worst these sonnets; the characters are all white and 
black; the story pap for the carriage-trade. 


John Murray, PhD., 


University Scranton. 


Masters, John The Venus Konpara 
Harper. May 12,1960. 338p. $4.95. (IIb) 

The action this novel takes place India 1890 
while dam under construction the Deori area. 
stone leg discovered and its appearance seems indi- 
cate more significant archaeological findings. Foster, 
the contractor, Mohan Singh Suvala, the prospective 
Rajah, and dancing girl named Rukmini urge the 
search even though may mean delay the dam 
construction. The existence mysterious cave 
suggested. Lall, headman the natives, leads 
group which attempts keep the location the cave 
secret. The cave has been hidden since before the time 
Christ; had originally been place which the 
local native people had perished, place the control 
their enemies. The British resident administrator, 
Charles Kendrick, also does not want the cave dis- 
covered since believes its discovery will decrease his 
influence over the twenty-year-old Mohan. Rukmini, 
who—for Mr. Masters—represents universal sex, but 
who—for everyone else—represents prostitute, offers 
herself the impotent Kendrick, whose wife finding 
solace the arms the contractor. Huttoo Lall and 
his men place some gold bars nearby. Two the 
workmen discover the metal and flee the night; how- 
ever they are murdered, and cobra placed nearby 
further damage. Then Huttoo and his boys lure 
two tigers into the district: all this for the purposes 
distraction. Kendrick kills one the maneaters, and 
Mohan the other. Then Rukmini thrown off 
Indra’s Rock, but she rescued. The whites are now 
lured into large pit and fire set the area, but 
again they escape. Kendrick’s wife discovers the loca- 
tion the cave; and when the searchers arrive, they 
find Rukmini already the cave. The cave contains 
three rooms, shrine inside fortress built ancient 
Aryan invaders India. The first room the Hall 
Human Felony; the other two rooms are Halls Peace 
and Love. There are many ornate carvings and pic- 
tures the walls depicting various actions and ideas 
the people. The central idea the union the Aryan 
King with daughter the conquered race. The 
Venus statue, missing from the cave, not discovered. 


Only the part the leg which had brought about the 
original search for the cave located. Rukmini and 
Mohan are united; Foster and Mrs. Kendrick pair, and 
Kendrick killed poison arrowhead when tries 
kill Rukmini. 

this novel proves anything, proves that corn not 
confined rural fields breakfast food. The whole 
story just plain silly—at least the way pre- 
sented here. Poor Kendrick, whose only offense im- 
potence, trounced Mr. Masters every turn. 
Kendrick spends most the novel 
petual clue from Masters that Kendrick black vil- 
lain the “Curse you, Jack Dalton” school. Rukmini 
too, unbelievable stream impure “pure” sex. 
The episodes the tiger hunting are also too naive. 


There little character development. Masters snaps 
his fingers and then have character event. 
The happenings and the personages have just been 
awaiting their clues, and they stumble onto the page 
sans art, sans subtlety, sans style. times there are 
reminiscences Sax Rohmer and Manchu, but 
Rohmer was genius comparison. Mr. Masters 
wasn’t obviously interested sexual matters, this 
might make satisfying adventure reading for ten year old 


retarded boys. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Pierce, Ovid Williams Lonesome Porch 
Doubleday. May 237p. $3.95. 


our prurient contemporaries adult novel which 
does not exploit the commodities carnality prob- 
ably shocking the risqué story was the staid 


Victorian. there are authors like Pierce 
who are convinced that there more than one area 
human activity capable being artistically treated, and 
who are not willing surrender their art sensation- 
alism for mercenary reasons. The plot Pierce’s 
second novel strikingly simple. After the Civil War 
what left the Gray Family returns the planta- 
tion near Warren, North Carolina, undertake the 
task reconstruction. Miss Ellen, the mistress, still 
steeped her landed-gentry prejudices spite the 
condescending charm which the special luxury her 
privileged class. Lucy, her daughter-in-law, tries 
spare her the jolt onrushing reality assuming the 
direction the work with the help friendly young 
widower. Miss Ellen, however, slowly made realize 
the attitude the former slaves and the minutiae 
daily routine that she not mentally prepared 
face the changed social situation. 

This novel not one action but attitudes. 
painstaking analysis the slowly growing awareness 
the altered conditions life the post-war South. The 
lack any noticeable movement throughout the story 
may the eyes some constitute weakness, but 
many features this novel will draw great praise. Its 
psychological insights and phenomenological descrip- 
tions are revealing while remaining subtle. The style 
arresting its carefully wrought beauty, and, strange- 
enough, the characters are precisely traced not 
much their actions their thoughts. Not every- 
one will enjoy this novel, but those who are sensitive 


Best 


the nuances moods and the details artistic prose 


undoubtedly will. 
Brother Robert Alfred, 
Mennais College, 
Alfred, Maine 


Longstreet, Stephen and Ethel Geisha 
Funk Wagnalls. May 10, 1960. 279p. $3.95. (IIb) 
The setting this novel Japan, the last decade 
the eighteenth century. The country feudal, ruled 
ythe Shogun and the Tokugawa lords, with the Em. 
peror exile. Into this alien excluding land the Lord 
Ito brings, from Dutch trading colony, the epileptic 
American doctor, Daniel Heacock, mission great 
secrecy and gravity. The Shogun, youthful and ener. 
getic, target conspiracies lords and merchants 
alike, suffers from gall-stones. Heacock, practiced 
surgery but unable follow normal career because 
his sickness, operate upon him. 


the Shogun’s palace summoned O-Kita, most 
beautiful and talented geisha the capital city, 
Her assignment from the Prince Taira, royal adviser, 
spy out Lord Ito’s secret mission. O-Kita however 
falls love with the blond giant Heacock who, 
reward for his success saving the Shogun’s life, asks 
allowed remain Edo practicing surgery and 
married O-Kita. His desires are postponed because 


the political necessity preventing knowledge the 


Shogun’s condition from reaching the dissident lords. 


attempt made the ruler’s life Prince Taira. 
frustrated bloody household battle Lord Ito 
who arrests all the plotters including O-Kita. Heacock’s 
intervention saves O-Kita’s life but not her beauty 
which had been ruined the torture chamber. O-Kita, 
ashamed her disgrace, forsakes Heacock and disap- 
pears with Sharaku, young actor and painter, and 
Heacock despair leaves Japan forever. 
Years later O-Kita seen momentarily mistress 
her own teahouse, almost completely forgetful her 
great love, while Heacock sighted native-treating 
specialist, eccentric and despised, Peking. 
story, Geisha has little meaning point. 
primarily vehicle for drawing pictures unfamiliar 
life and for discussions Japanese art. Its style 
simple, readable and times colorful. Two three 
orgiastic scenes require that the book limited 
adults only, for “summer reading.” 
Clinton Maguire, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Heyer, Georgette The Unknown Ajax 
Putnam. Apr. 314p. $3.95. 

The Unknown Ajax concerned with tyrant 
grandfather, Lord Darracott Darracott Hall; and the 
fact that both his eldest son and grandson are killed, 
(just before the story begins), leaving his second son’s 
son heir. This Hugh, offspring weaver’s daugh- 
ter, cannot possibly fitting heir. Lord 
solution marry this unsatisfactory creature his 
charming and intelligent grand-daughter, Anthea. 
thea, being spirited well charming and intelligent, 
anything but delighted with the prospect. 
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When Hugh arrives the ancestral manor fulfills 
the worst expectations his relatives, hiding his Harrow 
education and officer’s experience behind bumbling 
manner and broad dialect. (As far speech goes, 
toss-up wrich harder understand, Hugh’s dia- 
lect the Regency slang the others.) The “wea- 
brat,” Milord snarlingly names his heir, 


Geisha figure man, particularly when contrasted with 
(IIb) his cousins: Claud, whose ambition rival Beau 
lecade Brummel arbiter fashion; Vincent, who has 
al, ruled achieved this lofty goal; and Richmond, longing for 
the Em. military career, yet kept his grandfather’s side. There 
the Lord are also haunted cottage, and bootleggers using same, 
epileptic well run-down estate. And Hugh solves these 
great problems handily, winning the reluctant respect his 
and even softens Anthea’s frosty exterior. 
the time the year for hammock reading and 
The Unknown Ajax fills the bill. light romance 
with elegant back drop—the ladies should love this. 
Mary O’C. Moriarty, 
ta, most Fredericksburg, Virginia 
ity, Edo. 
adviser, 
Tyler, Poyntz Garden Cucumbers 
Random House. Apr. 207p. $3.95. 
you wonder about the title, consult the Book 
because chapter verse After that, forget about the 
the title, and meet Mr. Buckmaster, butler and 
Pointed guardian Miss Victoria Woodhull, spinster 
residing her ancestral mansion Fifth Avenue and 
Taira genteelly engaged composing dictionary for people 
Lord Ito who cannot spell. Taylor Thorndike Woodhull, her 
sire, had made his will without reckoning 
beauty inheritance taxes with the result that, after many spe- 
bequests had been paid and the Internal Revenue 
disap- Service had received its legal due, the residue the 
ter, and large estate remaining support Miss Vicky for 
the rest her days amounted something less than 
stress $300.00. Obviously, Miss Vicky were continue 
her live the comfort which she had always been ac- 
someone had cope. Mr. Buckmaster 
coped, magnificently, also grand-larcenously. His first 
coup was act desperate inspiration; was crude. 
But successful. subsequent campaign keep his 
style mistress blissfully comfortable and equally blissfully 
three the manner and the means which her 
nited Wants were supplied was brilliantly astute and illegal. 
Because Mr. Buckmaster was intelligent, resourceful, 
and master organizer. was also epicure and 
gourmet, man who appreciated fine things and con- 
trived have them. happens one the most 
engaging rogues has been pleasure meet 
him you. And this account his genially nefarious 
doings one the funniest books come the book- 
stalls since Auntie Mame rode down Fifth Avenue. 
killed, Mr. Tyler’s book delicious: inventive, witty, urbane, 
and dangerous the economy the nation. would 
not surprised the Police Commissioners America 
try have the book banned the grounds 
his that will tend corrupt the stupidity con-men 
ea. and criminals across the country, because spells out 
telligent, methods grand larceny they may have fumbled with 


Previously but without enecessary finesse achieve 


success. One shudders think what might happen 
someone were actually put into operation the scheme 
Mr. Buckmaster devised create confusion the sub- 
ways Manhattan under cover which planned 
relieve Macy’s day’s receipts few days before 
Christmas. 


you enjoy book full fun and chuckles and down- 
right guffaws that also refreshingly clean throughout, 
Garden Cucumbers recommended for the top 
your list. Read before made into movie. 


Grady, 


Albee, George Sumner the Sea, the Sea 
Simon and Schuster. May $3.50. (IIb) 
The remote seacoast village Plankton began 
refuge for religious cult, devolved into base opera- 
tions for rum-runners during the Great Experiment, and 
then lapsed into refuge for assortment artists 
and odd-balls, among whom when the acknowledged 
leader retired merchant-seaman who runs the 
equivalent (for Plankton) drugstore, vulgar- 
tongued fellow named Bonesetter Beals, who happily 
married Orna, but also enjoys, with his wife’s per- 
mission and connivance, the charms her sister, 
ex-stripper named Zaralda. Relic the rum-running 
days one-armed Mexican ex-gunman named Spic, 
who pants for the affection Agnes, daughter old 
Mrs. Tatum, relic the original Semi-Submersion 
lady who will fight the death the 
Indians she keeps thinking are about attack the fort. 
There are others, not zany, but all are eventually 
worried about the welfare thin young man from 
Kingston, who settled down shack the end 
town devote his life studying bugs and living the 
simple life. When they get this chap, Myrthis, married 
off the greenish-skinned and skinny Vitalia, who 
wandered into town one afternoon looking for job 
waitress, Bonesetter thinks his troubles are over. But 
then Myrthis gets interested publishing paper for 
the town and the Plankton Proboscis, full sincere 
misspelling, comes the attention news-syndicates 
and talent agency. This gives Mr. Albee fine 
opportunity take several wide swings television 
and contemporary mores. But Mr. Albee also takes 
the opportunity throw some vulgarities that come 
close obscenities from time time, and that takes 
some the fun out what otherwise highly 
comic invention. 


Fielding, Gabriel 
Through Streets Broad and Narrow 
Morrow. May 11, 1960. 340p. $4.50. (IIb) 


Gabriel Fielding created something sensation when 
his novel the Time Greenbloom was published 
1957. was perfectly clear that Fielding was new 
major writing talent the literary horizon. Through 
Streets Broad and Narrow his latest contribution 
the field the novel and delightful one indeed. 
The novel set Dublin where number students 
are working their way, studying their way, drinking 
their way, and chasing girls their way through medical 
school. There remarkable selection the serious 


students, the talented incompetents, and the uninstruc- 
table geniuses. Notable this latter group Groarke, 
strange combination splendid intellect and incipient 
insanity. The girls are all slightly mad and the boys 
seem totally incapable coping with them. 


Aside from the progress through school there little 
plot this novel until, the third section, Green- 
bloom comes back onto the scene with exotic plot 
free his brother from Dachau. this point the 
novel becomes story for short period time. 


Fielding powerfully perceptive writer and the book 
bursting with scenes that are greater than sheer de- 
light. Somehow, however, the size the hero not 
quite comparable the size the book. bril- 
liantly written series exquisite pictures the lives 
the Dublin medical students. does not become 
novel until too late. Gabriel Fielding may someday 
write Joyce right off the map the great Irish novelist; 
and obvious that Joyce one his loves. But 
Through Streets Broad and Narrow not great novel. 
will have wait for that. 


Frank O’Gorman, M.A. 


Johnson, Walter 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue: President 
and the People, 1929-1959 
Little, Brown. May 1960. 390p. $6.00. (Ila) 
the concluding paragraph this book the author 
observes: 


“One the few political truths about the American system 
government that the President alone can give the nation 
effective lead. While only minority outstanding men 
have been elected the White House, the greatness 
wise and skilled President, who can master the roles 
chief state, legislative leader, and head party, that the 
progress and survival American democracy rest (p. 330).” 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 
Hawaii (IIb) Michener 
Advise and Consent (IIb) Drury Aug. 
Ourselves Know (III) O’Hara Mar. 15, 
The Lincoln Lords (1) Hawley Mar. 
Trustee from the Tool Room Shute Apr. 
Clea (IIb) Durrell Apr. 15, 
Distant Trumpet (Ila) Horgan May 
Mrs. ’Arris Goes New York Gallico Apr. 
Two Weeks Another Town Feb. 
Brother Michael (IIb) Stewart Apr. 15, 
The Devil’s Advocate (Ila) West Sepr. 
All the Day Long (Ila) Spring Mar. 
Kiss, Kiss (Ila) ahl Feb. 15, 
The Constant Image (IIb) Davenport Mar. 15, 
NON-FICTION 
The Enemy Within (I) Kennedy Apr. 
Grant Moves South (1) Catton Feb. 15, 
The Law and the Profits (Ila) Parkinson Mar. 15, ’60 
The Lifetime Reading Plan (Ila) Fadiman ’60 
Hollywood Rajah Crowther Apr. 15, 
Act One (Ila) Hart Oct. 
The Joy Music (1) Bernstein Dec. 
The Longest Day Ryan Dec. 15, ’59 
Wicked, Wicked Ways (III) Flynn Mar. 
Queen Mary Pope-Hennessey Feb. 15, 


SELLERs 


this spirit that this volume, substantially history 
the presidency since 1929, has been written. far 
this reviewer concerned the concluding paragraph 
entirely unacceptable. the American people adopt 
it, they will the same road traversed the 
mans under Hitler and the Italians under Mussolini, 
Anyone who visited Germany Italy just prior the 
outbreak World War II, this reviewer did, would 
have found Hitler and Mussolini playing precisely the 
roles advocated the author for the President the 
United States. Each was indeed “chief state, legis 
lative leader, and head party.” Each was able 
direct the nation thought best. Each nation was 
destroyed because the mistakes the leader. Slow 
the democratic processes are admitted be, they 
are much safer the final analysis than the leadership 
one man, who may make fatal mistakes. 


The author has helped the Democratic senatorial 
campaigns Paul Douglas and has worked for 
Stevenson the latter’s efforts achieve rent-free 
occupancy the White House, 1600 Pennsylvania, 
the nation’s capitol. accompanied Stevenson around 
the world 1953. that background, one would 
expect the book written from the Democratic 
point view. is. The title the first chapter 
indicative the attitude the author toward Herbert 
Hoover. entitled, “Politics Drift: Hoover.” The 
first three pages tell the ousting the veterans 
World War from the area not far from the Capitol 
July 28, 1932. The account presented quite dra 
matically, with President and General 
Arthur acting the agents evil. The efforts 
Hoover lessen the depression are not given much 
consideration, whereas those Roosevelt receive ful- 
some praise the chapter, “Politics Resourcefulness: 
Although Congress became little more 
than rubber stamp, approving did 
first proposed legislation after only forty minutes 
debate and without single dissenting vote, the author 
sees nothing dangerous this abandonment Congress 
its constitutional powers and responsibilities. The 
author sees little that was wrong Roosevelt’s 
tional misleading the American people with reference 
the Greer incident September 1941. However, this 
reviewer and many others believe that the President 
not free distort the truth the American people. 
Even more serious disagreement will lodged against 
the account given General Marshall’s failure 
cember inform the authorities Harbor that 
negotiations with Japan had broken down completely. 
Dr. Johnson’s account differs markedly from that 
other authorities. Likewise, many historians are not 
favorable President Roosevelt and the Yalta 
ference our author. 


Truman does not receive nearly much attention 
does Roosevelt. The former considered much 
capable than the latter. The same observation might 
made with Eisenhower, that is, far below 
velt’s stature. Eisenhower criticized for not putting 
pressure upon Congress when legislation favored 
him was before Congress. Others, including this 
viewer, consider this desirable trait the chief 
tive, who was not intended those who made the 
Constitution the chief legislator but rather the 
chief executive, enforcing the will Congress but not 
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determining it. Extensive notes and rich bibliography 
the great labor connected with the production 


this volume. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Peter and James Leasor Wall Silence 
Bobbs-Merrill. Apr. 268p. $4.00. (Ila) 

This published factual account, two reputable 
authors, treasure hunt still progress. 
two separate episodes involving the loss World War 
many the principals are now dead, and some 
mysteriously so. Disguised names and details are 
meant conceal the identities men still living, and 
the embarrassment certain relatives. 

King Peter Yugoslavia was poised for flight 
van containing the nation’s bullion was inter- 
German GI’s who shot down the drivers, 
the treasure, and made off with it. But the 
which this gang deserters hoped make 
their getaway disappeared with half the loot aboard, 
(the other half had been buried earlier), and was later 
Corsican waters crew who mistook 
for ordinary ballast. Corporal Heidrich and his 
disappointed fellow deserters rejoin the Wehrmacht 
North Africa; Heidrich, not wanting share the loot, 
murders his three companions, found out, and just 
execution escapes during Allied attack. 
page 87, the first part the book ends, he’s 
hospital recovering from injuries. 

here Peter Eton, writing the first person, 
how combined business-pleasure trip 
Corsica discovers that another treasure was jetti- 
near the first, also under Allied attack. Cor- 
poral Heidrich appears have done this. Soon 
Yugoslac official Corsica hinting Eton that 
Heidrich hunting him down and, sure enough, the 
Yugoslav later found murdered. has 
luck surviving. Eton, first alone and then with 
tries vain unearth these treasures; the 
implication book’s end that the search continues. 
The second pot riches, the way, consisted loot 
from wealthy Tunisian Jews Rommel; this was 
enroute Hitler’s Germany when Heidrich dumped it. 


The oddity these unsolved plots and the conveyed 
excitement with which they are related, add 
unusual writing. awkwardness and confusion, 
though, the two approaches: first, the reconstructed 
third-person yarn; and second, the first-person narrative 
author. Lacking the explanations the jacket 
would one read fact, fiction disguised 
The publisher and the authors say it’s fact. This 
says it’s certainly fast-paced and readable, 
passing and not very profound interest. Well- 
libraries search novelty will want this 


Wibberley, Leonard 

The Land That Isn’t There (An Irish Adventure) 
Washburn. Apr. 27, 1960. 183p. $3.75. (I) 

the story the visit the author and two his 
remote part Ireland called Connemara, 
for various side trips other less remote parts 


land, which far removed from the bustle American 
life. 


There have been many books written about trips 
Ireland. fact, this reviewer’s opinion there have 
been far too many. But here book which refresh- 
ingly different, that Leonard Wibberley has captured 
that elusive spirit, which the essence life Ireland. 
the intangible something, which has evaded 
many other writers. 


The story told essay manner with vein 
silent laughter running through the whole. But here 
one man who laughs with the Irish. 


visit the Rock Cashel, the Castle the Dishes, 
music festival Lisdoonvarna and the Galway 
Plate with Mr. Wibberley. are introduced many 
interesting people including tinkers and “some excellent 
And each case the author refrains from too 
much comment his own, but lets his characters speak 
for themselves. 


This book makes entertaining and oftentimes informa- 
tive reading. you’re thinking taking trip Ire- 
land must for you. But you can’t afford 
maybe you had better read it. That last piece advice 
applies the Irish only, they cannot afford satisfy 
the feelings nostalgia Mr. Wibberley’s book sure 
awaken. But, even you are not Irish not think- 
gof going there, maybe you would like have “The 
Land That Isn’t There” help you spend few pleasant 
hours. 
Mairin Elias 


Lindsay, Cynthia The Natives Are Restless 
Lippincott. Apr. 26,1960. 223p. $3.95. 


The Beverly Hills resident-author the fairly success- 
ful Mother Climbed Trees, and many magazine articles 
similar vein has tried capture the hodge-podge 
aura the Los Angeles area humorous manner 
using the approach the constant change and ac- 
tivity the newest American megalopolis. While the 
humor most cases seems forced, the analytical and 
authoritative manner presentation, thoroughly re- 
searched, forceful, and marvel 
consider. 


The title, The Natives Are Restless, underlined 
quotation from Alice Wonderland, which the 
Queen declares that takes all the running one can 
keep the same place. This idea strength- 
ened foreword which more than hints that 
“due the extraordinary speed with which every- 
thing the procal’s orbit changes, absolutely anything 
may longer true.” And “Procal” her coined 
term for the resident the southern part truly 
great state, replete with scenic wonders that move the 
southern resident not all. He, the Procal, (and the 
term has clinical, laboratory, under-the-microscope 
ring it) happy right where is! 

The Procal lives the Los Angeles basin, surrounded 
suburbs, beach, desert and mountain areas few 
miles away. just “few miles away,” 
and despite the major freeways, takes forty minutes 
keep any engagement, business social. Santa 
Barbara and Pasadena are foreign lands but Tijuana, 
San Diego and “Vegas” are home territories. Ethno- 


logically, she says, there are many contributing 
folkways the background the native, that defining 
the most influential most difficult. Spain men- 
tioned, course, and Iowa; but what about the Dust 
influx, the Mexican wetback, the escapees from 
the restrictions cold winters, village life, lack 
adventure, and million more restrictive influences? 


While she writes with affection, there are deprecatory 
notes, ranging from sly spoof, and lifted eyebrow, 
more pedestrian remark the Procal’s liking for 
weird and unnatural wonders. The zany and the 
bizarre are upheld many humorous anecdotes and 
the really remarkable considered 
sociological and psychological facets. merry and 
disturbing, the contemplation moving parts, from 
people mountains, from changing facades free- 
ways. 

Impossible cover fully, statistical sense, the 
author has chosen many the previously publicized 
attractions (sic) the area: minority problems, smog, 
Hollywood, Beverly Hills, water needs, oil, beatniks, 
the Dodgers, Disneyland, Knott’s Berry Farm, Newport 
and Balboa, Forest Lawn, and transportation, men- 
tion some the major categories. Nowhere find 
consideration the routine-jobholder, church-going, 
child-raising, neighborhood living the Eastern sense, 
(to most Procals the Far East St. Louis!) 


the initiated, interesting fare, others will 
purport true picture Never-Never Land; other 
circles will bear the connotation “when does the 


boat 
Judson LaHaye, M.F.A., 
Montebello, California. 


Morin, Relman East Wind Rising 
Knopf. May 16, 1960. 359p. $5.00. (I) 

often difficult judge history history books. 
This especially true contemporary history which 
all are convinced know well. The sordid, 
blurred and monumentally tragic history the 20th 
Century Far East excellent case point. 


America has been deeply involved the Far East for 
over century. Our intrusions, our pontifications, our 
deeds good and bad have major degree set the pace 
for the fullness the harvest that are now reaping 
Communist China. Much what has happened 
this little understood area the world during the 
past three decades has come through the reports, 
despatches and writings that unique breed “the Far 
East Hands.” 


Relman Morin one such man. Veteran, Pulitzer- 
Prize-winning newsman, sensitive observer the Far 
East since 1929, has now written what terms 
long view the Pacific crises” which fact his 
autobiographical account his years the East. His 
story will not excite the scholars but does make decent 
reading for evening. 

writes well and his stories history the making, 
with the sad vignettes life was, helps fill the 
gaps why historic events often happen. Morin 
reasonable and temperate man. His views have the 
refreshing quality being based facts, personal ob- 
servation and sure feel for his area. age among 


Best 


Americans when China raises fierce debate and 
cal accusation, Morin speaks great sense. 

The book strongest describing the China and Japan 
the author knows. The profile Shanghai all 
pre-war decadence cannot fail but explain why the 
Chinese over the years wanted the foreign overlords 
their land. Politically, the high point reached 
with his first hand report the Communist rise 
China and the corresponding rise militarism Japan, 
His characterization Chiang being out step with 
his times and his ironic reminder that our 
exclusion act did much promote Japan’s hate 
World War may unpopular this county 
these days, but they are facts and this the 


strong suit. Robert Delaney, 
State Department, 
Washington, 


Haskell, John The Haskell Memoirs 
Putnam. Apr. 176p. $3.95. 


This valuable source book,—most important the field 
personal observation the personnel who com- 
manded the “lost cause” and eyewitness the 
Peninsular campaign, Gettysburg, the second 
lorsville, Petersburg, and the final fiasco 
tox,—although well known the professional the 
field Civil War history, has not until recently been 
available the general reading public. And mighy 
fine contribution this is, well edited Govan and 
Livingood, authors the best-seller General 
Joseph Johnson, C.S.A. Different Valor. 
Haskell’s memoirs, written many years after the final 
bugle call and taps had been sounded, covers the 
period from December 1860, when fiery South 
lina dismembered the union states, until the final 
bivouac that calm spring morning April 1865, 
when General Lee surrendered the Army Northern 
Virginia Grant. One seven brothers who 
served the Confederate gray, John Cheeves Haskell 
came from moderately wealthy revolutionary 
family South Carolina. was brilliant 
officer, was severely wounded, losing arm, and 
eventually became outstanding artillery officer, 
ing talent and leadership just below the immortals, 
Alexander, Pelham, Pigram. eyewitness 
Fredericksburg and Gettysburg, his memoirs are 
important addition the literature the Civil War 
and this edition well supplied with copious 
amounting pages. The most important and most 
telling item Haskell’s reminiscences are the frank, 
clear and concise summation the virtues and defects 
the Confederate “brass,” civil and military. Robert 
Lee ceases the myth gray and, though 
through Haskell’s eyes and pen loses none the 
lustre his Sir Galahad reputation, emerges from 
these pages very human person. His fumbling 
Gettysburg where control the battle, his lack 
skill handling his staff, his quick flashes stern 
temper are few the facets which illuminate the 
old cliche, “to err human.” This volume good 
reading and fascinating history. 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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Mautner, Eric Doctor Bolivia 
Chilton. Apr. 21,1960. 331p. $5.95. (IIb) 


This big, full account the experiences young 
Jewish doctor Bolivia. The story Martin Fischer 
apparently, very much the story Dr. Mautner, and 
story which, its very nature, has great deal 
interest. Dr. Fischer trying find himself, and his 
quest has led him away from Austria, and concentra- 
tion camps, through some aimless interludes other 
places the jungle South America. Jungle not 
quite the word, however; life Rojas primitive but 
led among civilized people and there are compara- 
tively few the menacing savageries that one associates 
with jungles. But rough existence, with none 
the amenities that are customary the twentieth cen- 
tury. Dr. Fischer first viewed with suspicion but 
eventually accepted, because himself and because 
his success and usefulness doctor. accom- 
plishes more than aware and develops his 
character without realizing that growing; after two 
years moves on, still restless but now purposeful. 
The account these years has all the elements that 
demand sympathy and awaken interest; Doctor 
Bolivia, however, has more faults than merits. 


The narrative not artless—if were, would 
much better. example inferior art, put 
work excellent subject matter that should have had 
better treatment. The deficiency not just one 
style—a deficiency which might well forgiven man 
who writing not his native language but one the 


three four others has been forced learn. Rather, 


what encumbers this book something more funda- 
mental, continuous analysis subjective states 
mind which coupled with hackneyed, mechanical 
presentation reflections past events. Dr. Mautner’s 
observations have poignancy, but hard discover 
their real worth because the way which has 
them; makes too many demands his 
reader. The most gripping story will become dull, will 
seem banal, poorly told. 


Artistic failure perhaps most marked the deliberate 
effort that reader must make sustain sympathy for 
Dr. Fischer. clear that deserves sympathy be- 
cause has been made one the rootless exiles in- 
jured tyranny; advertence the facts his life 
indicate that his plight calls for our regard, our helpful- 
ness, even our affection. With more than three hun- 
dred big pages his disposal, Dr. Mautner should have 
made himself—or Dr. Fischer—a wonderfully appeal- 
ing person. Instead, tends alienate sympathy 
abundance self-pity. Dr. Fischer entirely wrapped 
himself; even the distance years from the 
events, the narrator seems incapable expressing ob- 
jective opinion about attitudes which are intelligible 
but which should looked upon something 
cured, not indulged. 


Dr. Mautner gives rather strange view sexual mor- 
ality Bolivia. According him, practically all the 
the better families—there one exception the 

—make regular practice accepting lovers 
tooms where several people sleep and where the only 
Privacy that accorded mosquito netting. The 
judgment Bolivian morality seems extreme; the cir- 
cumstances make the custom seem incredible, opin- 


ion which may advanced even the face the 
fact that Dr. Mautner was there. Even admit 
Latin laxness the extent claimed the doctor, 


‘can scarcely see any condonation for his hero’s 


practice following the footsteps his very youthful 
patients and taking advantage very youthful women 
—in fact, his general attitude toward sex that 


irrational animal. 
William Hill, S.J., 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Anthony, Evelyn All the Queen’s Men 
Crowell. May 307p. $4.95. (Ila) 

any one view Queen Elizabeth were satisfactory 
there would notable decline the production 
books; but seems safe say this date that there 
never will completely satisfactory analysis the 
queen who was probably quite enigmatic herself and 
who certainly has been made enigmatic her coun- 
cillors’ worldly wisdom. Evelyn Anthony has given 
still another portrait Elizabeth, careful, painstaking, 
consistent account. may, fact, little too pains- 
taking sustain interest and little too consistent 
absolutely true, but good effort difficult 
analysis. unfortunate that Miss Anthony’s style 
very pedestrian; she has the material for good story. 


Miss Anthony takes the point view that Elizabeth 
was completely secure her position because there was 
other candidate for the throne who was acceptable 
the most powerful men sixteenth-century England. 
The other claimants were Catholics and the nobles did 
not want Catholic monarch. Elizabeth sensed her 
importance and used establish regal dominance 
which she exerted her dying day. This attitude 
perhaps too simple please many historians but basi- 
cally one the two three solid theories about 
Elizabeth’s power and popularity. The title the book 
misleading; account something more than 
just Elizabeth’s dealings with the men about the throne 
and those men Robert Dudley made 
portant than should be. Yet good title be- 
cause emphasizes Elizabeth’s method governing— 
acting with virile strength and yet employing her wom- 
an’s nature full advantage. She could thus baffle 
and often tyrannize over the men about her. 


The story familiar enough; this book was written for 
analysis, which there too much. History treated 
with respect, but, like Garret Mattingly, Miss Evelyn 
good Whig seeing Catholic plots everywhere; 
like him, she accepts the queen’s popularity without 
ever asking how was manufactured; unlike him, she 
accepts the old legend about brave but tiny English 
fleet going out face the tremendous armada. Dudley 
was probably less clown and more nobleman than 
Miss Anthony would have him. Above all, Elizabeth 
given shrewdness that seems almost preternatural; 
none her success attributed what commonly 
called chance. Otherwise, this interpretation the 
puzzling age Elizabeth plausible. 


Someone should remind Miss Anthony that the subject 
relative clause should put the nominative 


case. 
William Hill, S.J. 


Brief Comment 


Jessel, George Jessel Anyone? 
Prentice-Hall. May 11,1960. 179p. $2.95. 

This not autobiography, but rather kind run- 
ning account Mr. Jessel’s activities after-dinner 
speaker much demand for testimonial and other 
such affairs. recounts many his standard stories 
and jokes, makes some observations the after-dinner 
circuits and after-dinner speaking, and that’s about it. 


Dempsey, Jack, with Bob Considine 
and Bill Slocum Dempsey, the Man Himself 
Simon and Schuster. May 10, 1960. 249p. $3.95. (I) 


The former heavyweight champion the world 
listed the publisher this autobiography, with the 
reservation “As told Bob Considine and Bill slo- 
cum.” But the account Jack (Harry) Dempsey’s 
life sounds like Mr. Dempsey; Messrs. Slocum and 
Considine have had the sense keep that way 
editing the story. Sports fans will enjoy it. 


Anderson, Clinton Beverly Hills Beat 
Prentice-Hall. May 16,1960. 218p. $3.95. 

The Chief the Police Department Beverly Hills, 
California, spent years that city’s police force, and 
rose his present position from the ranks. His 
interesting account police procedure and adventures 
this famous and reputedly glamorous segment 
Los Angeles County. makes easy and informative 
reading for the general public, and has some sound 
things say about the job keeping the public peace. 


Altieri, James The Spearheaders 
Bobbs-Merrill. Apr. 11,1960. 318p. $5.00. (IIb) 


This vivid personal history America’s first com- 
mando-type unit, the Rangers. The author, one the 
first volunteers, traces their story from their recruitment 
Northern Ireland their heroic struggle the 
heights Anzio. With the best commando instructors 
the British Army could supply, under the brilliant and 
heroic leadership Major William Darby, the 
Rangers learned self-subsisting, operate miles 
behind enemy lines, assault strongly fortified coast 
positions without support, attack enemy front-line 
strong points and withdraw order. fine 
addition the true story Americans combat 
World War II. 


Johnson, Pamela The Humbler Creation 
Harcourt, Brace. 1960. 345p. $4.50. 


This novel that tells the story married Anglican 
clergyman who falls love with 
enough, his wife cold, ineffectual person and the 
widow full warmth and understanding; but, 
spite this, the story has great deal suspense and 
well constructed that the somewhat prosaic plot 
accpetable. Miss Johnson dignified writer. Her 
supporting characters are all convincing; the events and 
English town are interesting; and the climax, the mini- 


Best 


ster’s choice, well done. Yet, when finished thi 
book was disappointed, felt though events dictated 
the resolution and the people were victims circum. 
stance. But this good book for pleasant reading, 
very deep, but not junky. 


Chilton. Apr. 21,1960. 230p. $6.50. (III) 

late 1953 and early 1954, the author and his wife 
spent almost seven months India, touring the high. 
ways and byways, seeking out the sacred and profane 
shrines that historic land. Search India records 
the impressions, the musings, the imaginings, the 
nations that filled the mind the young writer, (he 
35), brought face face with Eastern culture for the 
first time. Readers who know India will feel that the 
title apt one; Mr. Smith does not seem have 
realized that the true spirit India, any other 
tion, found not shrines and monuments, but 
its people. And friends India will feel that the 
author has unduly stressed the difficulties encoun. 
tered travel; better planning and consultation with 
the Government India Tourist Offices could have 
the frustrations caused local bus and truck 
traffic. 


James Harley, 


Georgetown University 


Berenson, Bernard The Passionate Sightseer 
Simon and Schuster. May 16, 1960. $10.00. 


Excerpts from the late great art critic’s diaries from 
1947 1956 are here coupled superb photographs 
churches, ruins, paintings, mosaics, landscapes 
Sicily, north Africa, Rome, northern Italy, memor- 
ably Ravenna, Siena, Florence, Venice, and several 
less well-known old towns. The text frequently 
touching well always illuminating, for these 
were record Mr. Berenson’s last travels from his 
villa outside Florence. The library that possesses this 
volume will have real treasure. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Associate Editor 


Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


book Specially Rec ded 
Branley, Franklyn 
The Moon: Earth’s Natural Satellite 
Crowell. Apr. 15, 1960. 114p., photogs., diagrs. $3.50. 


This little volume date its information 
the Lunik III photograph the back the moon, 
ancient the Chinese legend that sun-devouring 
dragon caused eclipses. Topically arranged rather than 
historically, discusses such phases moonlight, rote 
tion, revolution, gravity and the moon’s orbit, eclipses, 
the ranges, craters and seas the moon’s surface, its 
lack atmosphere, its mass and density, and the tides 
causes earth. The final chapter review old 
superstitions and myths connected with our satellite, 
and including the famous hoax perpetrated 
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the New York Sun, 1835. Undoubtedly, the treatment 
simple the subject permits, but the sections 
libration and orbiting may prove somewhat difficult for 
the junior high student. The photographs are plentiful 
and excellent. There are tables lunar features 
(mountains, lakes, etc.), Golden Number dates for 
determining the occurrence Easter, miscellaneous 
facts about the moon (diameter, density, gravity, etc.), 
and short reading list fairly comparable reading 
difficulty. Not quite informal and disarming its 
presentation Gamow’s The Moon, but more attrac- 
tive appearance. 


Briand, Paul 
Daughter the Sky: The Story Amelia 
Earhart 
Introduction Colonel Hilton Railey. 
1960. 230p., photogs. $3.95. 
very readable, interesting biography, major portion 
which devoted the subject’s flying experience and 
flights. These accounts, however, are 
not mere reportage. Amelia Earhart’s personality comes 
through vividly, and the narrative shot through with 
sensitive perception the “magic flight” which made 
the one-time Kansas “tomboy air adventurer astride 
Pegasus.” Her happy childhood, her questing youth, 
the varied experiences social worker New York, 
nurse’s aide Toronto, girls’ counsellor Purdue, and 
other surprising capacities are told chiefly means 
flashbacks. Modest and unassuming, popularly ac- 


Duell. Apr. 26, 


claimed “Lady Lindy,” she had the crusader’s zeal 


promote the role women aviation—for pleasure, 
fame and employment—and set records not for her 
own sake but for the prestige all her sex. Flying was 
achallenge, compulsion, continuation the child- 
hood urge for new adventures. Her tragic disappear- 
ance somewhere the Pacific, 1937, almost the last 
leg her round-the-world flight the equator, has 
never been accounted for with absolute certainty, but 
the author advances rather startling possibility. One 
remarkably fine and courageous woman 
lack faith the eternal verities, almost 
total absence professed religion, and rather pagan 
attitude toward marriage (p. 72). The book will 
interest, both biography and adventure, all high 


school readers. 
Sister Agnese, S.C.C., 
St. Ann’s Academy, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 


Flakkeberg, Ardo 

The Sea Broke Through 
Translated from the Dutch Bendien; illustrated 
Peter Spier. Knopf. Apr. 11,1960. 179p. $2.75. 
The terrible disaster Holland suffered when her dykes 
1953 provides setting and action for this story, 
written participant the relief work. His prin- 
cipal characters are four teen-aged boys: apprentice 
fitter, school boy, farmer’s son and ap- 
Prentice radio-operator. Though different ages, back- 
and location, they all came together time for 
one them rescued from his rooftop. Thereafter 
them joined forces with wealthy yachtsman 
Picking other stranded victims, until their boat de- 


veloped engine trouble and the boys painfully rowed 
land for help. All four youths thereupon engaged 
filling sandbags shore doomed dyke, only 
cut off from safety when the wall was breached. How 
they made their way dry land makes suspenseful 
reading. The whole tale tragedy striking sud- 
denly, and the spontaneous response individuals 
and nations help the victims. Occasionally, the cut- 
ins and flashbacks call for attentive reading, and 
course the unfamiliar names both place and personal 
could little confusing. The adventure and the 
heroism displayed, however, appeal any junior high 
boy. 

Granberg, 

Voyage Into Darkness: Alaska with Bering 
Dutton. Apr. 30, 1960. 190p., illus. $3.00. 


must learn while you are young that man 
picks the wrong friends Russia loses his job, 
not his head.” These words might lead into novel 
present-day Russia. Instead, they are spoken 17- 
year-old Laurentz Waxel banquet where Empress 
Anna Ivanovna announces that Captain-Commnader 
Vitus Bering, Dane, will lead the Great Northern 
Expedition America’s far northern shores for the 
honor and glory Russia. 

Young Laurentz, son the second command, Lieu- 
tenant Waxel, brought this expedition strong back 
and all the enthusiasm the young for adventure and 
excitement. After unspeakable 
across Siberia the coast and the disappointment 
wavering leadership and lack promised governmental 
cooperation, band set sail for Alaska the 
ships, St. Peter and St. Paul. The St. Paul turned back 
search mythical Gamaland, but the St. Peter 
battled weather, short rations and discouragement 
raise the coast the Aleutians. Nine years later, 
small band cut-down, patched-up St. Peter returned 
Kamchatka. Laurentz had helped chart the Alaskan 
coast and discover the strange animal called the sea 
cow. had learned, will the book’s young readers, 
that balanced diet preserves the body, mutual respect 
and consideration the mind, and tenacity the spirit. 
This vivid account. The reader feels the cold, 
smells the scurvy sickness, tastes the rye-flour soup, and 
his eyes brighten moves with the crew from dark- 


ness into light. 
Marion Lawler, 
Commodore School, 


Mahweh, New Jersey 


Land and People Argentina 
128p., photogs. $2.95. (Por- 


Hall, Elvajean 


Lippincott. Apr. 11, 1960. 
traits the Nations series) 
Argentina, many respects like our own country, 
vast territory offering variety scenery few countries 
can equal and boundless resources, but seriously handi- 
capped through the years political turmoil, and still 
hindered inadequate transportation opening and 
developing her vast spaces and resources. The author 
writes competently and sympathetically Argentina’s 
discovery, early settlement, Indians and their resistance 
invasion, the national heroes, political upheavals 
through the Peron regime and present government. In- 


teresting and informative are the accounts its queer 
animals, gauchos, sumptuous living huge family 
estates and sophisticated cities, especially Buenos 
Aires, contrasted with that the misery small 
towns and among the farm laborers and Indians living 
steep Andean trails pampas. There also 
revealing picture closely knit family life, social cus- 
toms among the young, schools systems and schedules, 
and holiday celebrations—many which are religious 
holidays celebrated publicly since the majority the 
people are Catholic. Interesting note the fact that 
according the Constitution Presidential candidate 
must Catholic. commendable addition this 
popular series. Well written and good reading for all 
—young and want know and understand 
neighbor that seeking provide decent and good 
living for all its people. Indexed. 


Frances Dowling, 
Dunmore Senior High School, 
Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Havighurst, Marion Boyd The Sycamore Tree 

Brother against brother, and sister torn between them, 
the theme Mrs. Havighurst’s latest junior novel 
set Marietta, Ohio. Tom Rogers fights with Morgan’s 
Raiders, his brother Jim with the Union, while Anne 
defends her Southern loyalties before the Gates family 
with whom she makes her home. The situation strains 
the long friendship between Anne and Merry Gates. 
When Tom wounded and the Gates household takes 
him in, the wise counsel Grandmother Gates, heroine 
the author’s earlier The Strange Island, and the con- 
certed efforts all heal and hide Tom, solve Anne’s 
dilemma. Merry falls love with Jim, Anne with 
Jim’s friend, Peter; and lickspittle, blackmailing neigh- 
bor brought justice welter sub-plots. War 
stories are extremely popular with young people, but 
this one cardboard characters move against painted 
backdrop. Even when the cannons boom around the 
Gates’ farm and Merry and Anne watch troop move- 
ments from their sycamore hide-out, the action lacks 
reality, the people credibility. 

Marion Lawler 


Herron, Edward 

Alaska’s Railroad Builder, Mike Heney 
Messner. Apr. 18, 1960. 192p. $2.95. 
With current interest high Alaska and Alaskans, 
good have this freely rendered biography the 
Irish-Catholic-Canadian who the lowly capacity 
mule skinner and chainman surveying gang helped 
build the Canadian Pacific Railroad. high school 
graduate only, with more knowledge surveying 
than had picked the job and training 
White Pass and Yukon Railroad, job older, experi- 
enced engineers had said could not done. About 
decade later successfully undertook the building 
the Copper River and Northwestern Railroad into the 
rich Kennecott Copper Mines the Bonanza Moun- 
tains, grueling task which several other companies 
working for the Guggenheim-Morgan interests had 


Best 


failed. His railroad was completed few months 
his death the age 45. Journalistic presentation, 
the account not distinguished except the achieve. 
ments the subject and the account the bitter 
stacles encountered way temperature, 
snow, accidents, unfavorable terrain. Though 
told was hard-working the point frenzy, shrewd 
and original his planning, idolized his men, 
erous former workers whom made 
allowances and whom remembered his 
thoughtful, devoted son his widowed mother, some 
how does not come through fully person. The 
reader apt remember the conditions under which 
worked, rather than the persistent, driving 
roader who conquered them. 


Hindman, Jane 

Mathew Carey, Pamphleteer for Freedom 
Illustrated Wilson. Kenedy. Apr. 28, 1960, 
184p. $2.50. (American Background Books) 
Fleeing Ireland youth because had written 
pamphlet urging the repeal the penal laws agains 
Catholics, young Mathew Carey worked printer 
France (part the time Ben Franklin’s press), until 
the anger against him died down. There 
Lafayette and, when after his return Ireland was 
forced flee again, went Philadelphia where, the 
author tells us, Lafayette gave him enough money 
set printing press and thus publish newspaper, 
the Pennsylvania Evening Herald. ardent believer 


strong central government, his paper came 


strongly for the Constitutionalists against the 
righters. After Pennsylvania ratified the Constitution, 
sold his interest the newspaper, having already 
established flourishing magazine, the American 
seum. Later, gave the magazine favor 
bookstore, book publishing and writing. 
bered for having published the Parson Weems’ Life 
George Washington and the first Douai version the 
Bible the United States. was also the first 
publish Scott’s and Dickens’ novels the United States 
friend and supporter Henry Clay, high 
strong central bank, defender the immigrant 
and laborer, director the Bank Pennsylvania and 
later the Bank the United States ,he moved among 
the outstanding Americans his time. His story 
told simply and without drama, for the junior high 
group. The opening chapters concerned with his 
prenticeship days have good narrative quality. 


Terence Space Volunteers 
Harper. Mar. 30, 1960. 136p., photogs. $2.50. 

Science fact rather than fiction the title might sug 
gest, the information contained here describes the 
ing program which the chosen volunteers are 
going daily preparation for the first American 
manned flight into space. Individuals are named, 
exploits described calmly but admiringly. Only the 
final chapter guesses what the eventual flight the 
moon will like. find brief accounts the 
19-year-old youth who spent hours sealed cham- 
ber while air pressure, carbon dioxide, oxygen, 
removal, body temperature and outside heat wert 
measured and controlled. read Colonel 
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Stapp’s split-second braking sled traveling over 400 
miles hour, order determine the human body’s 
ability withstand shock. The testing the effects 
weightlessness the brain and hence coordina- 
balloon rider’s checking cosmic ray strength, 
the effect high altitude humans, the searching 
hot-cold chambers for method precool the body 
before the ship re-enters the atmosphere, all add some- 
thing the total data which must collected before 
the flight made. Other volunteers have tried out 
their ability withstand total darkness, soundlessness 
and total isolation. And always, over and over, the 
space suits are tested. Data from the long voyages 
atomic-powered submarines have contributed some- 
thing, also, have the results investigations 
White Mountain central California and the snow- 
ice Antarctica. interesting come upon the 
information that Project Mercury, for which the con- 
tract has already been let, will consist blasting man 
into orbital flight for one more revolutions height 
125-150 miles. Easy reading, with mathematics 
slow the untrained, with clear, sharp photographs 
spur the imagination, this should very popular 
reading. 


Latham, Jean Lee 

Drake, the Man They Called Pirate 
Pictures Frederick Chapman. Apr. 13, 1960. 
278p. $2.95. 


After the author’s Newbery winner, Carry On, Mr. 


Bowditch, and her lively This Dear-Bought Land, the 


story-biography Sir Francis Drake disappointing 
its lack verisimilitude for the central figure and 
its lack period atmosphere. the thesis that Drake 
was means pirate, but rather man carrying 
private war with the King Spain, she sketches 
amovie hero who daring but cautious, magnanimous 
toward his prisoners, inspiration his crew, tender 
lover toward his first and second wives, and above all 
who put his country’s interests before his own. 
The boast made for him that never harmed 
unarmed prisoner, but the butchery the garrison 
Rathlin (1575) the orders army officer not 
mentioned. are told that threatened hang 
two prisoners day San Domingo until the Spaniard 
responsible for the death his truce-flag bearer was 
punished, but Miss Latham leaves under the im- 
pression the threat was not carried out, thus ignoring 
the vindictive hanging two friars who were his pris- 
oners the time. Similarly, while all the heroic 
ties attributed him the book may true, his 
vanity, arrogance, love ostentation, are ignored. 
for conveying feeling for period and place, spite 
copious references Bloody Mary’s intolerance, the 
Pope’s highhandedness dividing the new world be- 
tween Spain and Portugal, Philip’s treachery, the Mas- 
sacre St. Bartholomew’s Day and Catherine 
Medici, and Spanish cruelty general, get little 
idea what life 16th-century England was like. The 
dialog seems curiously reminiscent 
juvenile writing. Main events Drake’s 
ife given here follow fairly closely the account 
the Dictionary National Biography, cutting off after 
the defeat the Armada and Elizabeth’s strange in- 


gratitude for that feat, but the interpretation issues 
which the DNB clearly indicates are dubious here 
resolved fashion calculated increase her hero’s 
stature. One might also take issue with her inference 
that while the people his own time called him 
pirate later generations considered him great man. 
Actually, could argued that since there was 
formulated code international law the time his 
own generation evaluated him much more generously 
than the 20th does. 


Neal, Harry Edward 
Communication from Stone Age Space Age 
Messner. Apr. 18, 1960. 192p., photogs. $3.50. 


With his usual practiced skill narration the author 
covers, without stopping very long any its multi- 
tudinous phases, the history human communication 
from Java Man’s probable recourse grunts and signs 
down Project Mercury and the communication de- 
vices will use the first American space flight. Be- 
tween first and last pages stops over picture writing; 
the ramifications the alphabet; writing materials and 
equipment and including the Merganthaler type- 
setting machine; carrying news pigeon, post, mes- 
senger, railroad and canalboat; the “phantom mes- 
sengers” which send information wire, wireless and 
telepathy. Unexpected the chapter the commu- 
nication which art forms—sculpture, pictures, music— 
afford. There block small clear photographs. 
While neither text nor illustrations are rich nor 
detailed Hogben’s From Cave Painting Comic 
Strip, this has broader scope and easier reading, en- 
livened with anecdotes and many personal inci- 
dents concerning the communication media and the 
people who have developed and used them. For ex- 
ample, most are surprised learn that the 
Supreme Court the United States still uses quill 
pens and that quill-maker Virginia makes his liv- 
ing manufacturing them hand. 


Norton, Alice Mary 
Storm Over Warlock, André Norton (pseud.) 
World. Apr. 251p. $3.00. 


her latest science fantasy, the author sets tough, 
underprivileged, resourceful boy the unskilled labor 
force the recently located planet, Warlock, the 
Circe system our galaxy. When the Throgs, warm- 
blooded, oxygen-breathing, beetle-like form life, wipe 
out the Terran camp, Shann Lantee away com- 
pany with two mutated wolverines whose cages has 
been accustomed clean. joined few days 
later newly arrived officer the destroyed camp 
and together, spite the pariah status the youth 
and the elite rank the officer, they set out three 
things: save their own lives, prevent the Throgs from 
taking over Warlock, and establish contact with the 
forces which cause humans have disturbing dreams 
the planet. They discover after exposure, danger 
from enemy energy rays, encounters with wierd flora 
and fauna that the planet inhabited wyverns, 
humanoid saurians with glittering, colored skins, whose 
leaders are all women and who communicate entirely 
thought transference. There much about mind 


control, protective grids which annihilate invaders, 
veils illusion, talking skulls, species (the Throgs) 
alien that the Terrans find impossible commu- 
nicate with them and yet the beetles can speak the 
humans via translator gadget. Nevertheless, the book 
has Miss Norton’s customary good plotting, likable 
characters, meaningful theme, and moral con- 
clusion. this case, the Terrans give their plans 
colonize the planet when they discover already 
inhabited. 


Williamson, Joanne Hittite Warrior 
Knopf. 1960. 214p., maps. $3.00. 

the fourth and fifth chapters the Book Judges 
are told that when the prophetess Debbora ruled 
Israel, she was inspired direct Barac muster ten 
thousand men from the Hebrew tribes against Sisara, 
chieftain the Canaanite army. spite their nine 
hundred scythed chariots, the Canaanites were routed 
and slaughtered the last man, thanks the rains 
which God sent down them. Miss Williamson uses 
this episode climax the odyssey she invents about 
Hittite youth the 12th century before Christ. When 
was 13, the Achaeans destroyed his province and 
made him slave. Escaping three years later headed 
for the town Haroseth the land Canaan where 
hoped find refuge with man his father had 
once befriended, Hittite called the way 
fell with rich merchant’s son from Tyre, was 
happily taken into the latter’s household, only 
forced into further flight when helped rescue 
small boy intended sacrifice Moloch. Taken 
this time the Israelites, was picked 
Sisera’s soldiers, forced reveal the Jews’ strategy 
Sisera, became one the defeated host the battle 
Mount Tabor, and finally after accepting the Hebrew 
God was received into the ranks the Israelites 
scribe. 


The story has several excellent features. adheres 
the Knox version the Old Testament, except for the 
spelling proper names; seems historically 
true other respects, according archeologists’ find- 
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ings, except perhaps for telescoping time periods some. 
what; very successful conveying the insecurity 
which ancient peoples lived, dominated they were 
fear, fear the gods, their enemies, the 
stranger, the priests. And good story, with 
well sustained plot and identifiable characters, 
spite the unfamiliar names places people, 
Not the least successful feature the slow develop. 
ment the boy’s religious beliefs, from his taking over 
the fashion the Hittites all gods the people 
associated with, through the horrified rejection 
Moloch, and the period complete disbelief any 
supernatural powers, the acceptance the God 
the Hebrews. 


Helen and Samuel Rapport (Editors) 
Great Adventures Nursing 
Harper. May 11,1960. 288p. $3.50. 


Twenty articles excerpts from books and about 
nurses, which range from the lighthearted account 
nurses’ aide’s bumbling the grim execution 
Edith Cavell. Between are tales training days, 
Dr. Kenny, Princess Ileana, visiting nurses, Kentucky 
mountain nurses horseback, nursing under Dr. Gren- 
fel Labrador, hospital ship Pearl Harbor and 
flying ambulance Okinawa, excerpt from 
Cecil Woodham-Smith’s biography Florence Night- 
ingale, another from Mary Livermore’s tribute Mother 
Bickerdyke, third from Victor Robinsons’ White Caps 
good find William Lederer’s encomium the armed 
forces corpsmen who serve during the heat battle, 
and satisfying that both Rose Hawthorne Lathrop and 
Father Damien are included the heroic company. 
Chosen the editors with the evident purpose 
attracting readers the nursing profession, the stories 
should attract recruits any printed material can 
so. Readers must agree with the editors their Intro 
duction: “Our story one strength, heroism, 
sometimes great sacrifice. inspiring its pic 
ture devoted people who have dedicated their lives 
aiding the sick.” 
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